


How did the War Begin?
• In 1753 the French built 

forts to support their claim 
to the Ohio River Valley

• Virginia Colony was like “oh 
no you didn’t!” because 
they also claimed the Ohio 
River Valley

• So the governor of Virginia 
sent George Washington (a 
young surveyor in the 
Virginia militia) to tell 
them to back off



• The French rejected 
Washington’s Warning

• The first “battle” was 
between George Washington 
and some French troops 
about a year later 

• George won! With the help 
of some local Native 
American tribes

• The British asked all the 
colonies to unite to fight 
the French



• The British officially declared war on the French in 
1756

• The British struggled during the War because people 
at home (in England) were not supportive, the 
colonists were divided, and the Native Americans 
sided with the French



England Still Wins
• The tide changed in 1757 when 

William Pitt became the new 
leader of British troops

• To get Colonist support, he 
borrowed money from other 
British allies and paid the 
colonists to fight the French

• In 1758 the British and American 
Colonies won their first major 
battle at Louisburg near the St. 
Lawrence River



• By September of 1759, General James Wolfe led the British to take 
control of Quebec 

• Montreal also fell to the British a year later which officially 
kicked France out of Canada

• Around 1761 Spain joined the war on the French side



Ending the War
• During the FIW, England captured territory 

from France in Canada, India, and the 
Caribbean. 

• By March of 1762 King Louis XV called for peace 
with the British

• The British agreed since the war was VERY 
expensive for them and they accumulated a lot 
of debt

• England, Spain, and France wanted to gain more 
land from the war 



T reaty of Paris
• French negotiator Choiseul proposed this solution: 
1. Great Britain would gain all French territory east of 

the Mississippi River
2. Spain would keep Cuba in exchange for handing 

Florida over to the British
3. Spain received all territory west of the Mississippi 

and the port of New Orleans
4. France regained the Caribbean islands that the 

British captured during the war
5. The British Government also promised to allow 

French Canadians to freely practice Catholicism and 
provide French fishing rights off Newfoundland







Effects of the French & Indian War
• The Treaty of Paris was signed in February of 1763
• British territorial claims greatly expanded in North 

America
• British debt grew to finance the war
• American colonists unified for the first time against 

a common enemy
• British Parliament began to dislike the colonists 

because they would not accept financial 
responsibility for the war

• France's influence in development of North America 
decreased significantly 


